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In Elizabethan times, Italy was in a position of
influence, brimming with riches and

extravagance, with finely dressed, refined
people, workmanship, excellence, and

history. 
 

Venice was the centre of business and global
exchange where huge fortunes could be

made and surprisingly more handily lost with
the mere sinking of a boat in a deceptive

ocean. 



 
 

The play is partially set in Belmont, a fantasy
area, brimming with sentimental music and

relaxation, as opposed to the cut throat
universe of money and business that

characterises Venice.
 

Venice was an autonomous city-state. In
Shakespeare's time, setting plays, particularly
comedies, in Italy was a famous practice, and

Shakespeare involved Italian settings in a
significant number of his works. Since the old

days, Venice had been a focal point of
maritime exchange. The city worked as a

gathering point between Western European
terrains and Eastern areas.  



 
 

Venice was additionally encircled by water,
giving boats simple access. Venetians like

Antonio could both make and lose their
fortunes easily by putting resources into

maritime exchange. 
 

   



Venice had a European urban community with 
sizable Jewish populace. On the other hand, in
England, the Jewish populace had been
authoritatively ousted in 1290 and would not be
permitted to lawfully return until the mid-
seventeenth century.

On account of its status as a cosmopolitan
center of worldwide exchange, Venice was
home to an extensive array of identities and
religions. Nonetheless, Venetian Jews were
subjected to many types of mistreatment and
treachery, including being compelled to live
inside one little assigned region of the city. 

   



 
Venice had a particular political construction

whereby the city was administered by a
committee of agents from the major blue-

blooded families. The Doge, or Duke, was
chosen by the Council to go about as its

managerial head. 
 
 



In the court scenes, the Duke is obviously
discontent with Shylock's refusal to
acknowledge any option in contrast to his bond
 
Regardless, the Duke can't overrule a
legitimately authoritative agreement in light of
the fact that the laws of Venice are the
wellspring of his own position.   


